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The pitiable position you occupy relative to a 
wide diversity iti the practice of two of the car- 
dinal ordinances of your church, supper and feet 
Washing, and also an equally diversified belief rel- 
ative to divorce, and avoidance and many other 
essential theological problems, makes the Hercu- 
lean efforts you have made to enforce uniformity 
in dress, and scores of other pet Elder leverages, 
to say the leasl, look like censurable stupidity or 
downright hypocrisy. 

There is soxe reason for a oneness in the ob- 
servance of ordi n uices, but no reason for uniform- 
ity of dress, or national or sectional interests ; yet 
you tolerated the former tacitly, while you roared 
out your ecclesiastical condemnation against the 
opposition to the latter, and carried your venom 
farther than any equal set of civilians would do, 
whether Catholic, Jew or Infidel, Yet you failed*, 
and the ghastly skeleton grins in your ecclesias- 
tical closet, pointing with fleshless finger to your 
pi ft i' sit in ns toward absolute oneness, and the un- 
reasonable and ungentlemanly efforts employed to 
coerce and subjugate all adverse feeling, and then 
pointing to the ordinance* of Christ where your 
elders disagree and practice so diverse that there 
is union, and in places, no intercommunion pos- 
sible. 

.It you possessed the power to settle vexed 
questions you would have been working along 
the line of doctrinal union, and your work would 
have commanded respect; but instead of that your 
principle work lor a quarter of a century has bees 
to tinker at usages and customs, until, meddle- 
someness has become a denominational trait, und 
the most ridiculous and childish questions have 
held the rapt attention of hundreds of elders for 
hours at a time with all the gravity and eloquence 
of a Roman Senate. 

But what are your customs and usages "i A 
proper answer might be, "a peculiar and precise 
way of doing things and wearing things in con- 
nection with your religion, but external and for- 
eign from any command given in the Bible. The 
way the old brethren used to do it ; the way the 
leading brethren want it done." 

The "customs and usages" ot the German Bap- 
tist Church would prove a curse to any Church in 
Christendom. A strict enforcement of them 
would even nullify the scope of Christ's mission to 
earth, by curtailing the possible believers to each 
number, among the tribes, nations and races of 
the earth as are willing to obey the GoBi»el, and 
"also the customs and usages of the German Bap- 
tists." The question might be raised how many 
among the 1,437,739,000 inhabitants of the five 
grand divisions of the earth and numerous islands 
of the sea, would be susceptible ot affiliation with 
annual meeting usages? How many among 
all these races of men ranging from the untutored 
Bushman to the erudite Englishman, would be 
favorably struck by the appearance of Miller, Eby, 
et al, for instance, and would be willing to discard 
their native dress for the peculiar coat and 
breeches and hat, made in Chicago, for the adorn- 
ment of the church of the male sex? If there is 
any reason tor one member to wear a bonnet or 
cap, Ul order to full church fellowship, it is as 
reasonable lor every female of the five zones to 
wear the same headgear in order to church fel- 
lowship. There are no limitation!*-. The uni- 
lormity doctrine, so far as it has any relation to 
reason or revelation, is a sell constituted bastard. 

It would limit the possible number of church 1 
communicants to the one thousandth part of the 
human family, and would expel ten- twelfths of the 
apostles, could the bridge of eighteen centuries be 
annihilated for two years. Any custom, mandate, 
or usage of Annual Meeting that limits church 
communion to a minimum below the number will- 
ing to believe and obey the New Testament, as 
though it were the only book in existence, is from 
the devil. As well attempt to untwist the beams 
of light, and rob the rainbow of one of its primary, 
colors, as to rob the Gospel of universal accept- 
ance by pegging an American custom to its con- 
ditions of church membership, and claim its origin 
iu Chriftt. 

Christ gave humanity a code of moral ethics 
and a system of church machinery, adaptable to 


every age, nation, race, degree of civilization, that 
wax, or is, or is to be, until the end of time. As 
jacketed by the German Baptist church, it is 
adaptable to a small percentage of children raised 
directlv under its influence, and occasionally a 
neighbor, and l " sustain "aid adaptability requires 
all the ingenuity of an extensive code of elder tac- 
tics, and the constant crack ot the whip of ixpul 
sion. To make a gooa, loyal, German Baptist to- 
day, you must begin with the child in its cradle, 
and keep it at home. To retain what you have, the 
unofficial edict has gone forth forbidding the read- 
ing ot papers, or the attendance ot worship where 
the Gospel in its entirety is taught and preached. 
Pitiable condition that. Oh ! could you but rise 
up and shake from you the ropes and chains of 
your adversary, better known as customs and 
usages, and like your fathers, and the true followers 
of Christ for several hundreds ol years succeeding 
His death, take the Gospel as your only and all- 
sufficient rule of faith, and practice, and worship. 

If your book ot minutes were suddenly unnihi- 
lated,you could not make another like it; goa -would 
notioantto. If every mandate, dogma, edict, rain 
ute, custom, and usage were annihilated to day, at 
precisely twelve o'clock, it would not retard the 
possibilities of salvation this evening. It would 
increase the advantages. God's glory would not 
be dimmed, but Satan would howl lor the loss of 
this, his most collossal engine ot power. 

Throw away your impotent additions and com- 
plex, extraneous condition* of church membership, 
and try to imagine how yon would led and act if 
the Bible were the only book to be obeyed. lie 
that adds to the conditions of salvation anything 
that will localize or nationalize its advantages, is 
as an enemy to all mankind, and a foe to Christ. 
His Gospel is for universal acceptation, but the 
German Baptist church, localized and humanized 
with usages and customs, is repulsive iu its native 
health, and so utterly and completely handicapped 
with selfishness, that other nations and peoples 
cannot affiliate with it. No wonder that the last 
half century has witnessed bu't little growth be- 
yond division, strife, and trouble. 

The future offers no panacea. You are as badly 
divided upon all the old troublous issues as before 
thedivisions : save, perhaps, the agitators you now 
have, lack the stamina of fear]* us utterance, and 
hence, do their work more cunningly, but the erup- 
tion will come all the sooner, and with 
greater shame. You are following the experiment 
of the ages that brought disgrace and destruc- 
tion upon the church in every single instance. 
{To be continued.) 


The result was that I was able to preach the 
Gospel to them. Ton *li *»k in ■ by the, hand, and 
said, 

* I ahall not forget what you said. • You 


touched a chord in my heart when you spoks 
about home. If ever there was a good man it was 
my father." — Selected. 


Confessing Christ Before Men. 

Something more than fifty years ago there was 
a small dinner party at the other end of London. 
The ladies had withdrawn and under the guidance 
of one member of the company, the conversation 
took a turn of which it will be enough here and 
now to say that it was utterly dishonorable to Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. One of the guests said nutb- ■ 
ing, but preseutlv naked the host permission to 
ring the bell, and when the servant appeared, he 
ordered his carriage. He then with the courtesy 
of perfect self command, expressed hia res-ret at 
being obliged to retire, but explained that he was 
still a Christian Mark the phrase, tor it made a 
deep impression at the time — "Still a Christian." 
Perhaps it occurs to you that the guest who was 
capable i»f this act of simple courage must have 
been a bishop or at least a clergyman. The party 
was made up entirely of laymen and the guest in 
question became the great Prime Minister of the 
early days of the reign of Queen Victoria — he was 
the late Sir Robert Peel.— Cannon H. P. Liu- 
Dos, D, D. 


Love Stronger than Death. 
That was a touching story told by Mr. Glad- 
stone when announcing the death of the Princess 
Alice in Parliament. She had been cautioned by 
the physician not to inhale the breath of her little 
boy, who was ill with diphtheria. Tho little fellow 
was tossing in his bed in the delirium of fever. 
The Princess stood by her child and laid her hand 
on his brow and began to cartss him. The touch 
cooled the fevered brain and brought the wander- 
ing soul back from its wild delirium to nestle^ for 
a moment in the lap of a mother's love. Then 
throwing his arms around her neck he whispered, 
"Mamma, kiss me." The instinct of a mother's 
love was stronger than science and she pressed her 
lips to those of her child. And yet there is not a 
woman in all the world but would la; she would 
not have had a mother's heart if she had not kissed 
her bairn. And so it will be to the end of time. 
The mother will kiss her child, the wife her bus 
band and the lover his sweetheart, though death 
in a thousand forms lay concealed beneath the 
vermilion coloring of the pouting lips. 


The First Law of Nature. 

At the London City Mission Jubilee, Mr.Dunn, 
in speaking of his missionary labors among the 
public houses iu Shored itch, told how one day in a 
public boiue a man who was thure began to talk 
with him and said, 

"What book is that, yon have?" 

"The Bible." 

"But I do not believe in that." 

" I did not say you did. What do you believe 

in P 

•'I am a materialist, I believe in Nature and Na- 
ture's lawB." 

"Well, what is Nature r"' 

"Nature ,why, Nature is Nature, of course." 

( 'I believe you are right. .'/ell,' what is the 
first Law of Nature f 

After some shuttling and hustling the answer 
| given was, 

"Why, to lake care ot yourneii." 

May I ask it you keep that law V 

The man had no shirt on, and bis toes were 
peeping through his boots. The others who 
stood by and listened understood the point of the 
question, and they said, 

"Tom, put that in your pipe and smoke it," 

The man could not but admit that I was better 
clothed aud fed than he, and I said, 

"Then I am a better Materialist than you ; now 
I will tell you how that is. This book has taught 
me how to be a good Materialist ; let me read a 
little bit to you: * Godliness is profitable for all 
things, having the promise of the life that now is 
and of that which is to come.' " 


True Happiness. 
A careless man, a reek lews sinner, was arrested 
iu the midst of his wild career of wickedness, and 
hrought to repentance. By the great mercy of 
God he was pardoned, and began to lead a new 
life. The great change of his habits excited the 
remarks of all his neighbors. Meeting with am 
of his old associates one day the latter remarked, 
"I hear you have given up all your pleasures." 
"No." replied the others camly, "I never knew 
what pleasure was until now. And as I have Hied 
the pleasures of sin and religion both, and you only 
the one, I ought to be the best judge."— Dit. 
Wise. 


Sorrow is not »" accident, occurring now and 
t| lt .|| — it is the very woof which is woven into 
the Warp of Ufa God Ins created the nerves to 
agonize, and the heart to bleed; and before u man 
dies almost every nerve ha-s thrilled with pain, and 
every affection has been wounded. The account 
of life which represents it as probation is inadequate;, 
so is that which regards it chietly as a system of 
rewards and punishments. The truest account of 
this mysterious existence seems to be that it is 
intended for the devclopenunt of the soul's iit'e, for 
which sorrow is indispensable. Every son of man 
who would attain tho true end of his being must be 
baptized with fire. It is the law ot our humanity, 
as that of Christ, that we must be pcrlected 
through suffering. Aud he who has not discerned 
the divine sacredtiess of sorrow, and the profound 
meaning which is c.moejled iu pdn, ha-* yet to 
learn what life is. The cross, manifested as the 
necessity of the highest life, alone interprets it. — 
F. W. Robertson. 


What we lack in uatural abilities may usually be 
made up by industry. 


